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PAN-CANADIAN APPROACH TO PRICING 
CARBON POLLUTION

Provinces & territories have the flexibility to implement their own systems, aligned 
with common minimum national stringency criteria (‘federal benchmark’)

2015

• Pan-Canadian 
Framework on Clean 
Growth and Climate 
Change adopted

• Aims to price GHG 
emissions throughout 
Canada at a similar 
level 

2016 2019

• Carbon pricing in place 
across Canada through a 
mix of provincial, 
territorial, and federal 
systems

Starting 
~2007

• Carbon pricing in some 
provinces:

• Quebec cap-and-trade 
• British Columbia 

carbon tax
• Alberta baseline and 

credit
• Ontario cap-and-trade

• Canadian federal 
election

• Paris Agreement





HISTORICAL AND PROJECTED 
EMISSIONS BY SECTOR

Source: Modelling for A Health Environment and a Healthy 
Economy – Canada’s strengthened climate plan (2020)
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PROJECTED CANADIAN GHG
EMISSIONS IN 2030
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